
 

“THE GOOD VIGIL” 
SCRIPTURE PACK 

 
This pack contains all of the possible scriptures for “The Good Vigil,”  their 

corresponding responsorial psalms/canticles, and their corresponding collects. At least two 
scriptural passages (A-I), including Scripture D, should be read, along with the Gospel. They 
should be read in the order in which they are lettered, with the Gospel at the end, regardless of 
whether and which scriptures are omitted. (For example, if Scriptures D and H and the Gospel 
are selected, they are to be read D, then H, then the Gospel, not in any other order.) 

Responses may be read in unison, responsively, or antiphonally. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

A: The story of Creation 
  
In the beginning when God created the 
heavens and the earth, the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face 
of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters.  Then God said, 
“Let there be light”; and there was light. 
And God saw that the light was good; and 
God separated the light from the darkness. 
God called the light Day, and the darkness 
he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 
 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the 
midst of the waters, and let it separate the 
waters from the waters.”  So God made the 
dome and separated the waters that were 
under the dome from the waters that were 
above the dome. And it was so.  God called 
the dome Sky. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the second day. 
 
 And God said, “Let the waters under the 
sky be gathered together into one place, and 
let the dry land appear.” And it was so. God 
called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 
were gathered together he called Seas. And 
God saw that it was good. Then God said, 
“Let the earth put forth vegetation: plants 
yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind 
on earth that bear fruit with the seed in it.” 
And it was so. The earth brought forth 
vegetation: plants yielding seed of every 
kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit 
with the seed in it. And God saw that it was 
good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the third day. 
 

 And God said, “Let there be lights in the 
dome of the sky to separate the day from the 
night; and let them be for signs and for 
seasons and for days and years,  and let them 
be lights in the dome of the sky to give light 
upon the earth.” And it was so.  God made 
the two great lights—the greater light to rule 
the day and the lesser light to rule the 
night—and the stars.  God set them in the 
dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 
to rule over the day and over the night, and 
to separate the light from the darkness. And 
God saw that it was good. And there was 
evening and there was morning, the fourth 
day. 
 
 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth 
swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 
above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 
So God created the great sea monsters and 
every living creature that moves, of every 
kind, with which the waters swarm, and 
every winged bird of every kind. And God 
saw that it was good. God blessed them, 
saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the 
waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on 
the earth.” And there was evening and there 
was morning, the fifth day. 
 
 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth 
living creatures of every kind: cattle and 
creeping things and wild animals of the 
earth of every kind.” And it was so. God 
made the wild animals of the earth of every 
kind, and the cattle of every kind, and 
everything that creeps upon the ground of 
every kind. And God saw that it was good. 



 

 
 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in 
our image, according to our likeness; and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the birds of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 
earth, and over every creeping thing that 
creeps upon the earth.” 
 
 So God created humankind in his image, in 
the image of God he created them; male and 
female he created them. 
 
 God blessed them, and God said to them, 
“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth 
and subdue it; and have dominion over the 
fish of the sea and over the birds of the air 
and over every living thing that moves upon 

the earth.” God said, “See, I have given you 
every plant yielding seed that is upon the 
face of all the earth, and every tree with seed 
in its fruit; you shall have them for food. 
And to every beast of the earth, and to every 
bird of the air, and to everything that creeps 
on the earth, everything that has the breath 
of life, I have given every green plant for 
food.” And it was so. God saw everything 
that he had made, and indeed, it was very 
good. And there was evening and there was 
morning, the sixth day. 
 
 Thus the heavens and the earth were 
finished, and all their multitude.  And on the 
seventh day God finished the work that he 
had done, and he rested on the seventh day 
from all the work that he had done. 

 

Response: Psalm 36:5-10 
Your love, O LORD, reaches to the heavens, * 
    and your faithfulness to the clouds. 
Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, 
your justice like the great deep; * 
    you save both man and beast, O LORD. 
 How priceless is your love, O God! * 
    your people take refuge under the 
                     shadow of your wings. 
 They feast upon the abundance of your house; * 
    you give them drink from the river of your delights. 
 For with you is the well of life, * 
    and in your light we see light. 
 Continue your loving-kindness to those who know you, * 
    and your favor to those who are true of heart. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully 
restored, the dignity of human nature: Grant that we may 
share the divine life of him who humbled himself to share our 
humanity, your Son Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

B: The Flood 
 Then the Lord said to Noah, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen that 
you alone are righteous before me in this generation.  Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and its mate; and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and its mate; 
and seven pairs of the birds of the air also, male and female, to keep their kind alive on the face 
of all the earth.  For in seven days I will send rain on the earth for forty days and forty nights; 
and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the ground.”  And Noah 
did all that the Lord had commanded him. 
 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the second month, on the seventeenth day of the 
month, on that day all the fountains of the great deep burst forth, and the windows of the heavens 
were opened. The rain fell on the earth forty days and forty nights. On the very same day Noah 
with his sons, Shem and Ham and Japheth, and Noah’s wife and the three wives of his sons 
entered the ark, they and every wild animal of every kind, and all domestic animals of every 
kind, and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, and every bird of every kind—every bird, 
every winged creature. They went into the ark with Noah, two and two of all flesh in which there 
was the breath of life. And those that entered, male and female of all flesh, went in as God had 
commanded him; and the Lord shut him in. 
 
The flood continued forty days on the earth; and the waters increased, and bore up the ark, and it 
rose high above the earth. The waters swelled and increased greatly on the earth; and the ark 
floated on the face of the waters. 
 Then he sent out the dove from him, to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the 
ground; but the dove found no place to set its foot, and it returned to him to the ark, for the 
waters were still on the face of the whole earth. So he put out his hand and took it and brought it 
into the ark with him. He waited another seven days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark; 
and the dove came back to him in the evening, and there in its beak was a freshly plucked olive 
leaf; so Noah knew that the waters had subsided from the earth. Then he waited another seven 
days, and sent out the dove; and it did not return to him any more. 
 
 In the six hundred first year, in the first month, on the first day of the month, the waters were 
dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and saw that the 
face of the ground was drying. In the second month, on the twenty-seventh day of the month, the 
earth was dry. Then God said to Noah, “Go out of the ark, you and your wife, and your sons and 
your sons’ wives with you. Bring out with you every living thing that is with you of all 
flesh—birds and animals and every creeping thing that creeps on the earth—so that they may 
abound on the earth, and be fruitful and multiply on the earth.” So Noah went out with his sons 
and his wife and his sons’ wives. 
 Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my covenant 
with you and your descendants after you,  and with every living creature that is with you, the 



 

birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as many as came out of the 
ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall all flesh be cut off by the waters of a 
flood, and never again shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.” God said, “This is the sign of 
the covenant that I make between me and you and every living creature that is with you, for all 
future generations: I have set my bow in the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant 
between me and the earth. 
 
Response: Psalm 46 
God is our refuge and strength, * 
    a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 
    and though the mountains be toppled into the 
                             depths of the sea; 
Though its waters rage and foam, * 
    and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 
    the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; 
she shall not be overthrown; * 
    God shall help her at the break of day. 
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 
    God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, * 
    what awesome things he has done on earth. 
It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 
    he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, 
    and burns the shields with fire. 
"Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 
    I will be exalted among the nations; 
    I will be exalted in the earth." 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 
    the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 
 
 



 

Let us pray. (Silence) 
Almighty God, you have placed in the skies the sign of your 
covenant with all living things: Grant that we, who are saved 
through water and the Spirit, may worthily offer to you our 
sacrifice of thanksgiving; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

C: Abraham’s Sacrifice of Isaac 
 After these things God tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” 
He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains that I shall show you.” So Abraham 
rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and his 
son Isaac; he cut the wood for the burnt offering, and set out and went to the place in the distance 
that God had shown him. On the third day Abraham looked up and saw the place far away. Then 
Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; the boy and I will go over there; we 
will worship, and then we will come back to you.” Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering 
and laid it on his son Isaac, and he himself carried the fire and the knife. So the two of them 
walked on together. Isaac said to his father Abraham, “Father!” And he said, “Here I am, my 
son.” He said, “The fire and the wood are here, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 
Abraham said, “God himself will provide the lamb for a burnt offering, my son.” So the two of 
them walked on together. 
 
 When they came to the place that God had shown him, Abraham built an altar there and laid the 
wood in order. He bound his son Isaac, and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. Then 
Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to kill his son.  But the angel of the Lord called 
to him from heaven, and said, “Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, “Here I am.” He said, “Do not 
lay your hand on the boy or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you 
have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” And Abraham looked up and saw a ram, 
caught in a thicket by its horns. Abraham went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham called that place “The Lord will provide”; as it is said to 
this day, “On the mount of the Lord it shall be provided.” 
 
 The angel of the Lord called to Abraham a second time from heaven, and said, “By myself I 
have sworn, says the Lord: Because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your 
only son, I will indeed bless you, and I will make your offspring as numerous as the stars of 
heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your offspring shall possess the gate of their 
enemies, and by your offspring shall all the nations of the earth gain blessing for themselves, 
because you have obeyed my voice.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Response: Psalm 16 
Protect me, O God, for I take refuge in you; * 
    I have said to the LORD, "You are my Lord, 
    my good above all other." 
All my delight is upon the godly that are in the land, * 
    upon those who are noble among the people. 
But those who run after other gods * 
    shall have their troubles multiplied. 
Their libations of blood I will not offer, * 
    nor take the names of their gods upon my lips. 
O LORD, you are my portion and my cup; * 
    it is you who uphold my lot. 
My boundaries enclose a pleasant land; * 
    indeed, I have a goodly heritage. 
I will bless the LORD who gives me counsel; * 
    my heart teaches me, night after night. 
I have set the LORD always before me; * 
    because he is at my right hand I shall not fall. 
My heart, therefore, is glad, and my spirit rejoices; * 
    my body also shall rest in hope. 
For you will not abandon me to the grave, * 
    nor let your holy one see the Pit. 
You will show me the path of life; * 
    in your presence there is fullness of joy, 
    and in your right hand are pleasures for evermore. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
God and Father of all believers, for the glory of your Name 
multiply, by the grace of the Paschal sacrament, the number 
of your children; that your Church may rejoice to see fulfilled 
your promise to our father Abraham; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

D: Israel’s Deliverance at the Red Sea 
 As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the Egyptians advancing on 
them. In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord. They said to Moses, “Was it because there 
were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? What have you 
done to us, bringing us out of Egypt? Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let us 
alone and let us serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 
than to die in the wilderness.” But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and 
see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish for you today; for the Egyptians whom you see 
today you shall never see again.  The Lord will fight for you, and you have only to keep still.” 
 

 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to me? Tell the Israelites to go forward. But 
you lift up your staff, and stretch out your hand over the sea and divide it, that the Israelites may 
go into the sea on dry ground. Then I will harden the hearts of the Egyptians so that they will go 
in after them; and so I will gain glory for myself over Pharaoh and all his army, his chariots, and 
his chariot drivers. And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, when I have gained glory 
for myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his chariot drivers.” 
 

 The angel of God who was going before the Israelite army moved and went behind them; and 
the pillar of cloud moved from in front of them and took its place behind them. It came between 
the army of Egypt and the army of Israel. And so the cloud was there with the darkness, and it lit 
up the night; one did not come near the other all night. 
 

 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea. The Lord drove the sea back by a strong east 
wind all night, and turned the sea into dry land; and the waters were divided. The Israelites went 
into the sea on dry ground, the waters forming a wall for them on their right and on their left. The 
Egyptians pursued, and went into the sea after them, all of Pharaoh’s horses, chariots, and chariot 
drivers. At the morning watch the Lord in the pillar of fire and cloud looked down upon the 
Egyptian army, and threw the Egyptian army into panic. He clogged their chariot wheels so that 
they turned with difficulty. The Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the Israelites, for the Lord is 
fighting for them against Egypt.” 
 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the sea, so that the water may come 
back upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots and chariot drivers.” So Moses stretched out his 
hand over the sea, and at dawn the sea returned to its normal depth. As the Egyptians fled before 
it, the Lord tossed the Egyptians into the sea. The waters returned and covered the chariots and 
the chariot drivers, the entire army of Pharaoh that had followed them into the sea; not one of 
them remained. But the Israelites walked on dry ground through the sea, the waters forming a 
wall for them on their right and on their left. 
 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the Egyptians; and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on 
the seashore. Israel saw the great work that the Lord did against the Egyptians. So the people 
feared the Lord and believed in the Lord and in his servant Moses. 



 

 

Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 
“I will sing to the Lord, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
    horse and rider he has thrown into the sea. 
 

Response: Canticle 8, The Song of Moses 
I will sing to the Lord, for he is lofty and uplifted; * 
    the horse and its rider has he hurled into the sea. 
The Lord is my strength and my refuge; * 
    the Lord has become my Savior. 
This is my God and I will praise him, * 
    the God of my people and I will exalt him. 
The Lord is a mighty warrior; * 
    Yahweh is his Name. 
The chariots of Pharaoh and his army has he hurled into the sea; * 
    the finest of those who bear armor have been 
                             drowned in the Red Sea. 
The fathomless deep has overwhelmed them; * 
    they sank into the depths like a stone. 
Your right hand, O Lord, is glorious in might; * 
    your right hand, O Lord, has overthrown the enemy. 
Who can be compared with you, O Lord, among the gods? * 
    who is like you, glorious in holiness, 
    awesome in renown, and worker of wonders? 
You stretched forth your right hand; * 
    the earth swallowed them up. 
With your constant love you led the people you redeemed; * 
    with your might you brought them in safety to 
                             your holy dwelling. 
You will bring them in and plant them * 
    on the mount of your possession, 
The resting-place you have made for yourself, O Lord, * 
    the sanctuary, O Lord, that your hand has established. 
The Lord shall reign * 
    for ever and for ever. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 



 

Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
O God, whose wonderful deeds of old shine forth even to 
our own day, you once delivered by the power of your mighty 
arm your chosen people from slavery under Pharaoh, to be a 
sign for us of the salvation of all nations by the water of 
Baptism: Grant that all the peoples of the earth may be 
numbered among the offspring of Abraham, and rejoice in 
the inheritance of Israel; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

E: God’s Presence in a Renewed Israel 
 On that day the branch of the Lord shall be beautiful and glorious, and the fruit of the land shall 
be the pride and glory of the survivors of Israel. Whoever is left in Zion and remains in 
Jerusalem will be called holy, everyone who has been recorded for life in Jerusalem, once the 
Lord has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the bloodstains of 
Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgment and by a spirit of burning. Then the Lord will 
create over the whole site of Mount Zion and over its places of assembly a cloud by day and 
smoke and the shining of a flaming fire by night. Indeed over all the glory there will be a canopy. 
It will serve as a pavilion, a shade by day from the heat, and a refuge and a shelter from the 
storm and rain. 
 

Response: Psalm 122 
I was glad when they said to me, * 
    "Let us go to the house of the LORD." 
Now our feet are standing * 
    within your gates, O Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem is built as a city * 
    that is at unity with itself; 
To which the tribes go up, 
the tribes of the LORD, * 
    the assembly of Israel, 
    to praise the Name of the LORD. 
For there are the thrones of judgment, * 
    the thrones of the house of David. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: * 
    "May they prosper who love you. 
Peace be within your walls * 
    and quietness within your towers. 
For my brethren and companions' sake, * 
    I pray for your prosperity. 
Because of the house of the LORD our God, * 
    I will seek to do you good." 
 

Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 

O God, you led your ancient people by a pillar of cloud by day 
and a pillar of fire by night: Grant that we, who serve you 
now on earth, may come to the joy of that heavenly Jerusalem, 
where all tears are wiped away and where your saints for ever 
sing your praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 



 

F Salvation offered freely to all 
 

Ho, everyone who thirsts, 
    come to the waters; 
and you that have no money, 
    come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
    without money and without price. 
Why do you spend your money for that 
which is not bread, 
    and your labor for that which does not 
satisfy? 
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, 
    and delight yourselves in rich food. 
Incline your ear, and come to me; 
    listen, so that you may live. 
I will make with you an everlasting 
covenant, 
    my steadfast, sure love for David. 
See, I made him a witness to the peoples, 
    a leader and commander for the peoples. 
See, you shall call nations that you do not 
know, 
    and nations that do not know you shall 
run to you, 
because of the Lord your God, the Holy One 
of Israel, 
    for he has glorified you. 
 
 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, 
    call upon him while he is near; 
let the wicked forsake their way, 
    and the unrighteous their thoughts; 
let them return to the Lord, that he may have 
mercy on them, 
    and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
    nor are your ways my ways, says the 
Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
    so are my ways higher than your ways 
    and my thoughts than your thoughts. 
 
For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven, 
    and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, 
making it bring forth and sprout, 
    giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, 
so shall my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; 
    it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 
  and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 

 
Response: Psalm 42:1-7 
As the deer longs for the water-brooks, * 
    so longs my soul for you, O God. 
My soul is athirst for God, athirst for the living God; * 
    when shall I come to appear before the presence of God? 
My tears have been my food day and night, * 
    while all day long they say to me, 
    Where now is your God?" 



 

I pour out my soul when I think on these things; * 
    how I went with the multitude and led them into the 
                             house of God, 
With the voice of praise and thanksgiving, * 
    among those who keep holy-day. 
Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? * 
    and why are you so disquieted within me? 
Put your trust in God; * 
    for I will yet give thanks to him, 
    who is the help of my countenance, and my God. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
O God, you have created all things by the power of your 
Word, and you renew the earth by your Spirit: Give now the 
water of life to those who thirst for you, that they may bring 
forth abundant fruit in your glorious kingdom; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

G: A New heart and a new spirit 
I will take you from the nations, and gather you from all the countries, and bring you into your 
own land. I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and you shall be clean from all your 
uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. A new heart I will give you, and a new 
spirit I will put within you; and I will remove from your body the heart of stone and give you a 
heart of flesh. I will put my spirit within you, and make you follow my statutes and be careful to 
observe my ordinances. Then you shall live in the land that I gave to your ancestors; and you 
shall be my people, and I will be your God. 
 
Response: Canticle 9, The First Song of Isaiah 
Surely, it is God who saves me; * 
    I will trust in him and not be afraid. 
For the Lord is my stronghold and my sure defense, * 
    and he will be my Savior. 
Therefore you shall draw water with rejoicing * 
    from the springs of salvation. 
And on that day you shall say, * 
    Give thanks to the Lord and call upon his Name; 
Make his deeds known among the peoples; * 
    see that they remember that his Name is exalted. 
Sing the praises of the Lord, for he has done great things, * 
    and this is known in all the world. 
Cry aloud, inhabitants of Zion, ring out your joy, * 
    for the great one in the midst of you is the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
Almighty and everlasting God, who in the Paschal mystery 
established the new covenant of reconciliation: Grant that all 
who are reborn into the fellowship of Christ's Body may show 
forth in their lives what they profess by their faith; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 



 

H: The Valley of the Dry Bones 
 The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” 
I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will 
cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to 
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 
 
 So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a 
rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, 
and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. 
Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may 
live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 
 
 Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones 
are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’  Therefore prophesy, and say to 
them, Thus says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your 
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I 
am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will 
put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall 
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Response: Psalm 30 
I will exalt you, O LORD, 
because you have lifted me up * 
    and have not let my enemies triumph over me. 
 O LORD my God, I cried out to you, * 
    and you restored me to health. 
 You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead; * 
    you restored my life as I was going down to the grave. 
 Sing to the LORD, you servants of his; * 
    give thanks for the remembrance of his holiness. 
 For his wrath endures but the twinkling of an eye, * 
    his favor for a lifetime. 
 Weeping may spend the night, * 
    but joy comes in the morning. 
 While I felt secure, I said, 
I shall never be disturbed. * 
    You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as 
                             the mountains." 
 Then you hid your face, * 
    and I was filled with fear. 
 I cried to you, O LORD; * 
    I pleaded with the Lord, saying, 
 "What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit? * 
    will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness? 
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me; * 
    O LORD, be my helper." 
 You have turned my wailing into dancing; * 
    you have put off my sack-cloth and clothed me with joy. 
 Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing; * 
    O LORD my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 
 
Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
Almighty God, by the Passover of your Son you have brought 
us out of sin into righteousness and out of death into life: 
Grant to those who are sealed by your Holy Spirit the will 
and the power to proclaim you to all the world; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 



 

I: The Gathering of God’s people 
 

For I will leave in the midst of you 
    a people humble and lowly. 
They shall seek refuge in the name of the 
Lord— 
the remnant of Israel; 
they shall do no wrong 
    and utter no lies, 
nor shall a deceitful tongue 
    be found in their mouths. 
Then they will pasture and lie down, 
    and no one shall make them afraid. 
Sing aloud, O daughter Zion; 
    shout, O Israel! 
Rejoice and exult with all your heart, 
    O daughter Jerusalem! 
The Lord has taken away the judgments 
against you, 
    he has turned away your enemies. 
The king of Israel, the Lord, is in your 
midst; 
    you shall fear disaster no more. 
On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem: 

Do not fear, O Zion; 
    do not let your hands grow weak. 
The Lord, your God, is in your midst, 
    a warrior who gives victory; 
he will rejoice over you with gladness, 
    he will renew you in his love; 
he will exult over you with loud singing 
 as on a day of festival. 
I will remove disaster from you, 
    so that you will not bear reproach for it. 
I will deal with all your oppressors 
    at that time. 
And I will save the lame 
    and gather the outcast, 
and I will change their shame into praise 
    and renown in all the earth. 
At that time I will bring you home, 
    at the time when I gather you; 
for I will make you renowned and praised 
    among all the peoples of the earth, 
when I restore your fortunes 
    before your eyes, says the Lord. 

 

Response: Psalm 126 
When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, * 
    then were we like those who dream. 
 Then was our mouth filled with laughter, * 
    and our tongue with shouts of joy. 
 Then they said among the nations, * 
    "The LORD has done great things for them." 
 The LORD has done great things for us, * 
    and we are glad indeed. 
 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, * 
    like the watercourses of the Negev. 
 Those who sowed with tears * 
    will reap with songs of joy. 
 Those who go out weeping, carrying the seed, * 
    will come again with joy, shouldering their sheaves. 



 

Let us pray.     (Silence) 
 
O God of unchangeable power and eternal light: Look 
favorably on your whole Church, that wonderful and sacred 
mystery; by the effectual working of your providence, carry 
out in tranquillity the plan of salvation; let the whole world 
see and know that things which were cast down are being 
raised up, and things which had grown old are being made 
new, and that all things are being brought to their perfection 
by him through whom all things were made, your Son Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord According to Matthew 
After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary 
went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, 
descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For fear of him the guards shook and became like dead 
men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus 
who was crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where 
he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is 
going ahead of you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” So they left 
the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them 
and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. Then 
Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.” 
 
Response: The people ring bells, bang pots and pans, and generally making a joyful noise while 
saying: 
Alleluia, Alleluia Alleluia! 


